
 

What is a Dragon Boat?  

“A dragon boat is a human-powered water craft designed to hold 20 paddlers, one drummer, and 

one person to steer. Stemming from ancient Chinese tradition, these boats typically contain orna-

mental regalia, including decorative Chinese dragon heads and tails. The 40-foot fiberglass and 

wood boats used in the Lake Superior Dragon Boat Festival are provided by the Rotary Clubs.”  

  This year marked the 13th year of the Lake Superior Dragon Boat Festival at Barker’s Island in Su-

perior, WI.  This two day event which took place on August 23rd and 24th is a fundraiser hosted by 

the Superior Rotary Club and partnered with Essentia Health to benefit cancer survivors in the 

Northland.  In 2012, 43 teams participated in the Lake Superior Dragon Boat Festival raising over 

$75,000. This year 94 teams gathered in hopes of setting a new record through participation and 

fundraising efforts. 

The 2014 Lake Superior Dragon Boat Festival will 

be held  August 22nd and 23rd.  Team Trillium is 

already signed up to participate in this event.  

Interested in being on Team Trillium?  Contact 

Kate Stark or Danielle Wildes.  For more infor-

mation on this event, please check out:  

http://www.lakesuperiordragons.com/ 

Calling All Paddlers! 

Paddling for a Purpose 

  This was the first year that Trillium Services participated in this event.  It 

started out as a fun new experience to be a part of, but took on a deeper 

meaning when a friend and beloved member of the Trillium family lost her 

battle with cancer on June 30, 2013.  

  In celebration of her life, Trillium composed a team to paddle in honor of  

Nadine Carlson.  Kim Olson created Trillium’s banner and shirt design with 

Na’s memory in mind.  

  The two day event kicked off the start of the festival with a parade on 

Friday where teams proudly marched in support of their cause. On Satur-

day 94 teams gathered in their respective tent sites and awaited  their race 

times. Each team competed in two races, the best time was selected and 

the winner moved on. In between races the teams and their supporters 

gathered to cheer on other teams, talk strategy, and share a bite to eat. 

The camaraderie of the environment painted a picture in which even the 

team that placed last was still a winner by default simply for participating in 

support of the cause. This reciprocal dynamic along with the great sense of 

team that was created throughout the process has turned the Dragon Boat 

Festival into an event Trillium will compete in annually. 

  A special ‘Thank You’ goes out to the paddlers and  all the individuals who 

helped make this event such a success! 

-Kate Stark, Captain O’ Captain & Danielle Wildes, Pledge Master 

http://www.lakesuperiordragons.com/


Front: Jim Annis, Danielle Wildes, Kate Stark, Wendy Annis 

Back: Laura Brekke, Sam Zigich, Beth Hazuka 

Front: Megan Helmer, Kate Wallin, Nicole Beaupre 
Back: Rachel Nustad, Kendra Reitan, Emma Winship, 
Jenny Nemeth, Ana Morse 

Right: Katie Hanson, 

Michelle Podgorak, Kayla 

Heisler, Deanna Wangler, 

Jen Carlin 

Front: Hayley Kubiski 

Right L to R: Brittany  
Risdall, Jenny Nemeth,  Emma Winship, Kate 

Wallin, Shirley Roine, Debra Weber,  
Molly McGovern 

Above: Katie & Cindy Hanson 

L to R: Alvera Shatto, Sam Benson, April Bonneville, 

Danielle Gross, Breanna Abbott, Kaitlyn Zenner  

 

Right L to R:  James 

Good, Ethan Reque, 

Josh Hendrickson, 

Mike Molitor,  

Skip Mortensen 


